
SUMMARY OF 
BRETTS SILAGE 
RESULTS   
In 2020 we have seen a significant improvement 
in overall silage quality. On average the DMD of 
1st cut silage is 73%, while second cut silage has 
an average DMD of 68%. This has also been met 
with an improvement in silage protein, with an 
average of 13%. However, the variation in silage 
quality is still significant with a range of 60% to 
80% in DMD, 8% to 19% crude protein, 0.71 
to 1.05 UFL and 14% to 62% dry matter. This 
highlights the importance of having an accurate 
silage test carried out, as the feeding plan and 
cost for the winter will be underpinned by silage 
quality. One of the trends we have noticed, 
following our Bretts Feed Forums in January of 
this year, is that silage is being cut earlier. Farmers 
that have been adopting our plan to improve 
silage quality are noticing significant increases 
in DMD within the first two to three years. This 
plan begins with an accurate soil test, which can 
be carried out over the winter housing period 
and before the initial application of fertiliser in 
the spring.
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It is that time of year when our customers request 
various reports for their annual accounts and 
for the purposes of derogation compliance.  In 
recent years, we have invested in a new reporting 
function within our accounts system and we 
have reports easily available. The reports that 
are normally required to apply for a Nitrates 
Derogation, are the 2019 and 2020 Feed and 
Fertiliser Tonnage Summary.  The new requirement 
for 2020 is that the Crude Protein of the feed 
purchased from 1st April – 15th September 
2020 is also submitted. This is in addition to 
the total 2020 Feed Tonnage report.  For 2020 
the maximum level of Crude Protein permissible 
for grazing animals on a 100% grass diet and 
greater than 24 months of age (therefore excludes 
calves) was 16%. 

If you require assistance please email details of 
the specific reports required to farmreports@
brettbrothers.ie and we will return via email 
or post hard copies if that is your preference.

End of Year Financial 
and Feed/Fertiliser 
Reports



Bretts Proform Bovine Pack contains everything you 
need in one bag for an intensive beef finishing diet. 
A balanced and potent mineral 
formulation is combined with the 
best available rumen buffers on the 
market such as Acid Buf and ActiSaf 
yeast. This helps to stabilise rumen 
pH and improve fibre digestion and 
rumen function, ultimately leading 
to increased weight gain. 

Why use Bretts PROFORM Bovine Pack:
• Specifically designed to improve feed efficiency in 

beef finishing units
• Contains Acid Buf Rumen Buffer to reduce the risk 

of acidosis
• Contains Actisaf Live Yeast to improve fibre digestion 

and rumen function
• High in Phosphorous to balance low Phosphorous feed 

stuff such as Fodder Beet and Maize Silage

Customers cannot believe how content their animals are, 
and the weight gains recorded at farm level are testimony 
to this. 
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Christmas/New Year Delivery Schedule 2020/21

Wednesday 23rd December DELIVERIES

Thursday 24th December LIMITED DELIVERIES

Friday 25th December CLOSED

Saturday 26th December CLOSED

Sunday 27th December CLOSED

Monday 28th December CLOSED

Tuesday 29th December DELIVERIES

Wednesday 30th December DELIVERIES

Thursday 31st December DELIVERIES

Friday 1st January CLOSED

Saturday 2nd January DELIVERIES

In order to efficiently manage deliveries over the 
Christmas holiday period, we would ask that orders 
are placed by Wednesday 16th December. We will 
endeavour to satisfy all your needs; however, we may 
not be able to fulfil orders submitted after this date.

J17594

Meanwhile, we prepare for Brexit again. This is the third time, 
and it is going to be a big challenge for our farmers and food 
industry. Our industry is resilient and has overcome many hurdles 
in the past. Let us hope that a satisfactory trade agreement is 
put in place!

Thank you for your support during the year, which has been a 
very busy one for us. We continue to invest in our facilities and 
people to ensure that Bretts remain as a leading player in this 
industry and guarantee independent competition to you. 

Wishing you all a happy and healthy Christmas.

James J. Brett
Group Managing Director

Dear Customer,

I sincerely hope that you and your family are coping with 
the difficult situation we all find ourselves in at this time. It is 
indeed a testing time and our priority, like yours, is to stay 
healthy and look after family, colleagues and customers.

At Brett Brothers, we have had to change our business 
model and culture to abide by Covid health regulations. Our 
Technical Sales Representatives and our Ruminant Support 
Service team are not able to freely visit your farm as was the 
custom and they are working within tight constraints, which 
go against the grain. Similarly, we have had to restrict visits 
by customers to our offices and premises. We believe that 
the unique relationship with our customers is fundamental 
and we look forward to renewed personal communications 
soon. Current developments on vaccines give us hope for 
a better future.
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