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The Impact 
of Spiralling 
Energy Costs  
The past 12 months have seen 
turbulent times in the agricultural 
industry and it looks like we 
are facing into another difficult 
period in terms of tight supply 
chains and escalating input 
costs. It is well documented 
that there are global issues 
with increased energy costs, 
and this directly impacts on 
all manufactured products as 
well as increased shipping and 
haulage costs. In recent months 
currency has added to the woes 
with the Euro weakening against 
the US Dollar. This simply 
means that when purchasing 
imported raw materials such as 
soya, maize, distillers grains or 
anything traded in US Dollars 
that it is costing more Euros to 
buy such products.

We are advising customers to 
look at what inputs are required 
for the winter/early spring and 
plan ahead by ordering essential 
items in plenty of time so 
that you will have the product 
in your yard. This applies to 
manufactured animal feed, farm 
minerals, calf milk replacer, 
agrochemicals etc. As the old 
saying goes, ‘you’re better off 
looking at it than looking for it’ 
and this is most appropriate in 
these uncertain times. 
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Order a full pallet (40 bags) of Brett’s 
PIP Dry Cow Minerals for delivery in 
October/November and receive 
2 FREE BAGS. Contact your Technical 
Sales Representative today.

Key Components in Brett’s PIP 
Pre-Calving Mineral and Vitamin 
Supplement
• Magnesium in dry cow diets is essential for calcium mobilisation 

and helps prevent milk fever 
• The level of phosphorus in conserved forage has fallen in recent 

years so phosphorus supplementation is required
• Vitamin D3 regulates the transport and absorption of calcium and 

plays a crucial role in milk fever prevention
• Vitamin E and Selenium are antioxidants that improve cow 

immunity and calf health. Feeding adequate organic selenium, 
yeast and vitamin E will help prepare the mammary gland for the 
next lactation and reduce the instances of mastitis 

• Biotin and Zinc build up hard and healthy hooves, reducing the 
incidence of lameness in early lactation

• Biotin improves liver function which is critical in preventing the 
onset of ketosis

• Iodine cannot be stored by the cow and must be supplemented 
daily, iodine deficiency can lead to still born calves

• Copper is involved in the creation of red blood cells and is key to 
maintaining successful immune function pre-calving

• All trace minerals are important for the subsequent reproductive 
cycle and a successful outcome to the breeding season



WINTER HOUSING 
Now that the long summer days have passed it is time 
to begin preparing for the winter housing period. We 
have included a 12-point checklist to help focus the mind 
on having a winter housing plan.

1. Carry out a fodder budget and know your monthly 
requirements. This can be carried out by any of our technical 
team and should be done as soon as possible. If there is a 
forage shortage identified, plan how you will fill that gap. 

2. Get your silage tested to help compile a nutritional plan   
for the winter.

3. Carry out any maintenance work on sheds now. This  may 
include raising the feed barrier height, replacing water  
troughs, light bulbs, checking all gate hanging points and 
damaged slats or rubbers. 

4. Clean and disinfect housing facilities appropriately.

5. Service feeding equipment and do a diet feeder check, 
especially on the weight cells. Ensure all machinery is  
safe to use.

6. Weigh livestock before housing to work out a target daily   
live weight gain for the winter. 

7. Investigate underperforming stock, talk to your vet about  
taking dung samples and analyse them for parasites. 

8. Have a treatment plan for external and internal parasites  
(lice and worms for example), discuss this with your vet early 
as a pre housing dose may be of benefit. Bear in mind the 
lifecycles of individual parasites and the potential requirement 
for additional treatments.

9. If possible, house cattle during dry, cool windy conditions 
and avoid housing in warm still weather. Keep the shed well 
ventilated, particularly for the first three weeks of housing.   
We recommend using Pulmosure for the first 10-14 days to 
reduce respiratory issues later in the winter. 

10. Check animals for lameness issues. Cattle with Mortellaro   
or infectious lameness should be identified and cured fully 
before mixing indoors with other groups to avoid spreading   
in the shed. 

11. Tail clipping will help reduce the dirt score of cattle and shaving 
two strips on the back will help keep cattle cool indoors. 

12. Build finishing cattle up to a level of concentrate (we 
recommend Eurobeef or Beef Elite) at grass similar to what  
they will be on indoors. This reduces some of the changes in the 
diet at housing and as a result reduces the risk of ruminal upset.
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October 
Calendar 
Dates! 
From Saturday October 1st 
there is no restriction on the 
level of protein that can be fed 
to dairy cows. Brett’s Autumn 
Dairy Boost 16 Cubes are now 
available to order. Ask your 
Technical Sales Representative 
for more information. 

Friday 7th October is the last 
date for the spreading of slurry. 
Make use of slurry as a valuable 
fertiliser. Typically, 1,000 
gallons of good cattle slurry 
contains 5 units of Nitrogen, 
5 Units of Phosphorus and 30 
Units of Potash.


